








of Tillandsia bulbosa from the collection of Karl Green (Fig. 4).   Blooming on this 
clump was perfectly aligned with our show.  Flowers were just starting to open as the 
show was set up, so they were as fresh as possible.

 Another entry by Karl Green was the magnificent clump of Vriesea philippo-
coburgii shown in Figure 5.  It was only judged worthy of a Bronze Award among the 
Non-blooming Vriesea section, but it went on to win The Nat DeLeon Award for 

Figure 4. This clump of Tillandsia bulbosa was judged the Best Blooming Tillandsia.  Exhibited by 
Karl Green. Photo by Ana Thompson.
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Best Guzmania or Vriesea.  Even 
when out of bloom, this Vriesea 
is particularly attractive with its 
brown ‘fingertips’ at the ends of 
the leaves (Fig. 7).  Although the 
plant grows well for us, it does 
not bloom in southern Florida. 
It apparently blooms regularly in 
the northern half of the Florida 
peninsula.

Josefa Leon also had many 
entries on the head table.  Fea-
tured are her Billbergia ‘After-
glow’ that won the award for Best 

Figure 5. Vriesea philippo-coburgii winner of the Nat DeLeon Award for Best Guzmania or Vriesea 
and Bronze Award for Non-blooming Vriesea. Exhibited by Karl Green.  Photo by Ana Thompson.

Figure 7. Detail of leaf tip from plant in Fig. 5.  Photo by 
Ana Thompson.
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Non-blooming Billbergia and her winning entry in the Artistic Arrangement Section.  
Transformation of a discarded racket into a pineapple is characteristic of Josefa’s inventive 
work in the Artistic Division for many years.

Despite the large numbers of awards by 
our two most active exhibitors, additional 
members were able to find their plants on 
the head table after judging was completed.   
Probably the two most spectacular entries 
came from Bullis Bromeliad Nursery.  
Neoregelia gigas (Fig. 8) was the Best Non-
blooming Neoregelia on its first entry in 
our show.  A very nicely varigated Vriesea 
ospinae gruberi (Fig. 9) was also entered by 
Bullis Bromeliads.

Best Non-blooming Aechmea was 
awarded to a splendid Aechmea egleriana 
exhibited by Pepe Donayre (Fig 10).  

A photo of special beauty is Fig. 11, 
a close-up of an open flower on Billbergia 
nutans.

Finally, the winner of the Best Novice 
award was Jacqueline Thomas with her 
Quesnelia marmorata in a Decorative Con-
tainer.

Figure 6. Best Non-blooming Billbergia - Billbergia ‘Afterglow’ exhibited by Josefa Leon. left: the 
entire clump, right: a close-up showing some details of the leaf pattern. Photo by Ana Thompson. 

Figure 7. Best Artistic Arrangement, created 
by Josefa Leon. Photo by Ana Thompson.
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Figure 8. Neoregelia gigas. Best Non-blooming Neoregelia.  Exhibited by Bullis Bromeliads. Photo 
by Ann Thompson.
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Figure 9. A very nicely variegated Vriesea ospinae 
var. gruberi exhibited by Bullis Bromeliad Nurs-
ery. Photo by Ana Thompson.

Figure 10. Aechmea egleriana, Best Non-bloom-
ing Aechmea in the 2014 BSSF Show. Exhibited 
by Pepe Donayre. Photo by Ana Thompson.

Figure 11. Flower of Billbergia nutans minuta ex-
hibited by Jose Donayre. Photo by Ana Thomp-
son.

Figure 12. Quesnelia marmorata in a Decorative 
Container, Best in Novice Class, exhibited by 
Jacqueline Thomas. Photo by Ana Thompson.
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